Successful implantation of a CoreValve prosthesis through direct aortic access via ministernotomy.
The use of tanscathether aortic valve implantation (TAVI) to treat severe aortic valve disease is increasing exponentially. Peripheral vascular access for TAVI is not always possible, and when transapical approach is contraindicated, other access options can be considered like the central transaortic access. The authors describe a successful implantation of a CoreValve prosthesis through direct aortic access via ministernotomy, addressing particular attention to the implantation procedure, potencial complications, advantages and limitations of the method.